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Outline of the presentation 
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 Common implementation strategy – GW related activities in the 
past 

 

 Blueprint to safeguard EU Waters – GW related issues 

 

 Common implementation strategy – new structure for 2013–2015 

 

 Elements of next mandate for WG Groundwater 

 

 Way forward – next steps 

 



Groundwater CIS Guidance 
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No 02: Identification of Water Bodies (2003) 

No 15: Groundwater Monitoring (2007) 

No 16: Groundwater in Drinking Water Protected Areas (2007) 

No 17: Preventing or Limiting Direct and Indirect Inputs (in 

context of GWD) (2007) 

No 18: Groundwater Status and Trend Assessment (2009) 

No 26: Risk Assessment and the Use of Conceptual Models for 

Groundwater (2010) 

 

 

No. 1: Groundwater trends (2001) 

No. 2: Groundwater characterisation (2004) 

No. 3: Groundwater monitoring (2004) 

No. 4: Groundwater risk assessment (2004) 

No. 6: Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (2012) 
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Blueprint to safeguard EU Waters 
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The Blueprint’s policy recommendations are based on the results of the 
following assessments. 

 

1. Analysis of the WFD’s river basin management plans:  

 giving information on how Member States have improved their water management. 

2. Review of the 2007 policy on water scarcity and drought:  

 including water efficiency measures.  

3. The evolution of water resources:  

 water’s vulnerability to climate change and man-made pressures such as 
urbanisation and land use.  

4. Outcome of the fitness check of EU freshwater policy: 

 a gap analysis to identify any uncovered areas and assess the adequacy of the 
current framework.  

 



Blueprint – selected results 
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Blueprint – selected results 
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Figure 8.8.1: Percentage of GWBs achieving good, poor or unknown chemical and quantitative status  
Source: WISE  
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Percentage of GWB area per RBD 
not achieving good chemical status  

Percentage of GWB area per RBD not 
achieving good chemical status due to 

nitrates  



GW-Bodies in Europe 
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I. Blueprint recommendation (GW) 
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 MS should share and exchange 
experience gathered so far 
regarding: 

 interconnections between 
groundwater and the ecosystems  

 the needs of the ecosystems  

 

 Knowledge gaps - to be filled 
with appropriate studies to 
inform the RBMP process 

Groundwater dependent ecosystems and 
Groundwater associated surface water bodies 



II. Blueprint recommendation (GW) 
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Threshold values  

- Methodologies transparent and better 

harmonised among Member States 

Drinking water protected areas 

- information on the status should be 

included in the RBMPs 

Trend assessments  

- should be completed in the second 

RBMP cycle  

Trend reversal assessment  

- should be implemented as far as data 

series allow 

 



Groundwater threshold values 
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III. Blueprint recommendation (GW) 
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Improve datasets on water quantity, water 

availability and demand trend projections  

 to be able to develop coherent and effective sets of 

measures 

Water pricing policies  

 Ensure the transparency and fairness and base them 

on metering 

 
Balance between recharge and abstraction of groundwater 

 Methodologies for calculation should be transparent and better harmonised 

between Member States. Ecological flow should be considered. 

Delineation and reporting of groundwater bodies  

 Should be better harmonised 

 Reasons for different approaches should be clarified and related guidance documents 

should be improved, if necessary 

http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wasserz%C3%A4hler&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=LVjvwsVe7sjoDM&tbnid=Qkf6-OfYa341GM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.amess.at/Hauswasserzaehler.htm&ei=2Kz_Ub6ZDoXXtQbp2oGgCw&bvm=bv.50165853,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHDvLZ4Q1NBhZTXP-Jtuohw9_JgBw&ust=1375796688679370
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Source: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/objectives/implementation_en.htm 



WG Groundwater 
Mandate Period 2013–2015 
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Main Tasks 

i. Continuous consultation on the review of GWD Annexes I and II. 

ii. Groundwater (GW) -dependent ecosystems – to continue discussion of 

GW dependent terrestrial ecosystems and to start discussion of GW-

dependent aquatic ecosystems – elaboration of recommendations 

iii. Drinking water – better integration in River Basin Planning and 

Management. Risk assessment in the catchment area (contributing to 

water safety plans), monitoring and data access/exchange in collaboration 

with Drinking Water Committee. 



WG Groundwater 
Mandate Period 2013–2015 
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Other Tasks 

iv. Groundwater threshold values derivation – approaches and criteria under 

particular consideration of relevant receptors; 

v. Information exchange on MS trend assessment and reversal 

methodologies 

vi. Exchange of information related to groundwater use, groundwater 

availability and groundwater abstraction, e-flows (considering water scarcity 

and droughts), metering, water efficiency, water pricing etc. 

vii. Proposal on future reporting of delineation & assignment of GW-bodies to 

horizons 

Interlinkages with other WGs: Ecological Status, Chemical, Agriculture 

 



Way forward –next steps 
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 GWD Annex I & II review 

 Public consultation – Online questionnaire (until 2013, 22nd Oct) 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=GWDdirective 

 Conference in Brussels: 2013, 9th October 

http://bunch.arcadisbelgium.be/groundwater_conference_2013/ 

 Registration until: 2013, 27th September 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=GWDdirective
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=GWDdirective
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=GWDdirective
http://bunch.arcadisbelgium.be/groundwater_conference_2013/
http://bunch.arcadisbelgium.be/groundwater_conference_2013/
http://bunch.arcadisbelgium.be/groundwater_conference_2013/


Contact & Information 

Johannes Grath 

Johannes.grath@umweltbundesamt.at 
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Umweltbundesamt 
www.umweltbundesamt.at 

Groundwater Systems in Europe 
Berlin ■ 22 August 2013 


