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• Armed conflicts in the eastern provinces of the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) – term 

„blood Coltan“ coined 

• UN Panel of Experts proposed 2005 that traceability 

systems should be developed for important natural 

resources of the DRC 

• 2010 Dodd-Frank Act (Section 1502) imposes a ban 

on minerals from the Central African Region 

– Implementing regulations are still unclear 

• In future mineral certification mechanisms are 

requested to exclude minerals from conflict regions 

from the world market  
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Analytical Fingerprint (AFP) 

 Development of an AFP method for tantalum („coltan“), 

tin and tungsten ores 

 Frequent inquiries of mineral producing and processing 

companies world-wide 

 Application of AFP as an independent tool to assess 

the origin of mineral concentrates  

 Optional tool in order to strengthen ICGLR oversight on 

the regional certification mechanism (RINR) 
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Summary 

• The credibility of the ICGLR regional certification 
mechanism will hinge on the efficient implementation 
of robust control measures to ban illegitimate actors 
from the mineral supply chains. 

• The AFP represents an optional tool to verify the 
origin of minerals without relying on any artificially 
added traceability information. 

• In order to strengthen ICGLR oversight on the 
regional certification mechanism, the individual AFP 
modules (sampling, preparation, analysis, data 
evaluation/management) are progressively installed in 
the Great Lakes region. 


